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Adaptations are body features or behaviors of animals that allow them to better live and survive in their 

environment. 

These are some adaptations of the squid: 

• Torpedo shaped bodies enable them to dart quickly through the water and escape predators. (Predators 

are animals that hunt squid) 

• Ink squirting confuses predators and allows the squid to escape. 

• Blanching is the process of turning ghost white, so they become less visible in some environments.  

• Squid can camouflage in a more complicated way than even a chameleon in order to match the colorful 

patterns of their surroundings.  

• Countershade coloration.  

 

Countershade coloration or countershading means an animal is darker on the upper side of its body and lighter 

on the underside. Fish, squid, sharks, seals, whales and many other sea creatures have countershade coloration. 

When other creatures can not see them because their light underside blends in with the sun shining into the 

ocean, or when their darker upper side blends into the dark bottom of the sea, they are able to hunt for prey or 

escape from predators more freely. 

 

Squid are one of the most intelligent invertebrates. (Invertebrates are animals with no backbone). They have a 

highly developed nervous system that signal chromatophore muscles beneath the skin’s surface when it has 

strong feelings such as being frightened or hungry. When chromatophore muscles expand, a squid darkens in 

color. When these muscles contract and become smaller, the squid looks lighter.  

(Illo: Pointing out the chromatophore muscles and showing expansion and contraction) 

 

Squid are known as cephalopods and so are the octopus, cuttlefish and nautilus. 

(Illo: One Illustration for each species) 

 

 

More than one squid can be referred to either as squid or as squids. 

A group of squid (or squids) can also be called a squad. 

 

Squid have survived on earth for millions of years.  

 

 


